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Rivers and water revision sheets
The water cycle

[image: ][image: Image result for ks3 rivers revision sheet][image: ][image: ]Formation of an Oxbow Lake
As the river erodes to the right side then the left side, it forms large bends, and then horseshoe-like loops called meanders. The force of the water erodes and undercuts the river bank on the outside of the bend where water flow has most energy. On the inside of the bend, where the river flow is slower, material is deposited. Over time the horseshoe become tighter, until the ends become very close together. As the river breaks through, eg during a flood the loop is cut off to form a lake. The cut-off loop is called an oxbow lake. 

Meanders and ox-bow lakes
Waterfalls



[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Formation of a waterfall
The soft rock erodes more quickly, undercutting the hard rock. The hard rock is left overhanging and unsupported, it eventually collapses. The fallen rocks crash into the plunge pool. They swirl around, causing more erosion. Over time, this process is repeated and the waterfall moves upstream. A steep-sided gorge is formed as the waterfall retreats.
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Year 8 home work - The water cycle

Learn the spellings

Evaporation — Water turning info a gas

Condensation - Water turning back into water droplets
Precipitation - Rain, sleet, hail and snow

Run-Off - Water flowing over the land

Groundwater - Water flowing through the rocks and underground streams
Infiltration - Water soaking into the ground
Transpiration — Evaporation from vegetation
Percolation - Water flowing down through the ground
Through flow - Water flowing through the soil

Water table - The level of water in the ground
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PRECIPITATION The water cycle
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