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Contrasting Hazard Hotspots
Location and general information –USA - MEDC





Westerns USA


40 million population


Risk from El – Nino oscillations


Main hazards are Forest fires, earthquakes, 


Coastal flooding from tropical storms and landslides





California has earthquakes because it is located in a tectonically active area, where three tectonic plates come together.


In the northern part of the state are several volcanos belonging to the Cascade Range.   The most notable of these in California are Lassen Peak and Mt. Shasta.  


Scientists say the warming climate will result in more frequent and potentially devastating wildfires in the future.


Wildfires cost California in excess of a $1bn (£600m) every year.


A Huge storm system has dumped record amounts of rain on southern California and prompted concern that the poor weather could spread across the US. Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger declared a state of emergency for half a dozen communities in California, some of which have already seen mudslides and flooded streets.





Location and general information – Philippines LEDC





South east Asia


7000 Islands


Lie on the belt of tropical cyclones


Sits on the Philippines plate which sub-ducts beneath the Eurasian plate


Monsoon climate


Flooding and potential landslides





Floods - climate-related disaster include seasonal floods, flash floods, urban floods due to inadequate drainage facilities and floods.


Landslides - common in the hills and mountainous parts 


of the Philippines. Landslides are aggravated by deforestation, cultivation and construction, which destabilise slopes.


The Philippines are drought-prone.


Tropical cyclones, or typhoons, are common in the Asia-Pacific region. They occur most frequently just east of the Philippines, during June and November.


The countries of the region which are badly affected by earthquakes include Japan, the Philippines.


The Philippines (21 active volcanoes) The eruptions of Mount Pinatubo in during the period 12–15 June 1991 affected about 1–2 million people demolished the surrounding forests, siltation of rivers and coastal areas and deposited volcanic ash in surrounding areas.


Large rural poor in poverty who traditionally rely on the agricultural sector for employment and typically have less access to basic services, lower levels of education and larger families to support.


High population growth, which averaged 2 per cent annually over the past decade straining household living and demand for basic services


Inability of the government to provide sufficient basic services, especially to people in poorer remote regions 


Vulnerability of poorer communities to natural disasters and civil unrest which adversely affects livelihoods.
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